Boost for Dataprep earnings

CONSULTING and technolo-
gy services company Dat-
aprep Holdings Bhd turned
in a net profit of RM2.367
million for the financial year
ended March 31 2005 from a
net loss of RM39.277million
in the same corresponding
period of last year. :

Its deputy chief executive
officer Chew Liong Kim said
the re-alignment of Data-
prep’s core competencies,
solutions ~ and  services

around customer needs was

instrumental in helping the
34-year-old technology ser-
vice company regain its for-
mer shine in the Malaysian
information technology mar-
ketplace.

“My board of directors and
senior leadership manage-
ment are optimistic that the
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group will continue to
strengthen its position in the
market, not just in Malaysia
but in the chosen overseas
markets that we want to ven-
ture into,” he said in a state-
ment released in Kuala
Lumpur yesterday.

He also said the much de-
layed public sector projects,
obtained by Solsis (M) Sdn
Bhd in late financial year

2005, are now being deliv-
ered as work-in-progress
and will contribute positively
to the sales and profit for the
financial year 2006,

HRM Business Consulting
Sdn Bhd, the business con-
sulting subsidiary that Dat-
aprep acquired from the
partners of Arthur Andersen
in June 2002, has been fully
assimilated into the group
and will substantially in-
crease the system solution-
ing and delivery capability of
Dataprep particularly in cri-
tical systems such as the ju-

_diciary, media and telecom-

munications, healthcare and
agro-industry sectors.

Chew views International
Data Corp’s forecast —
which anticipated that the
overall information and

communications technology
services market at a com-
pound annual growth rate of
16.3 per cent for 2004-2009
— as encouraging news for
the group.

He said information tech-
nology (IT) providers that
possess [ocus, discipline and
exceptional excellence will
certainly benefit from this,
and “we are optimistic of our
ability to contribute as one of
the top IT providers in the
country”.

Against the context of con-
tinuous demand by IT cus-
tomers in the next three
years and its current healthy
backlog of projects, share-
holders can look forward to
better days as Dataprep en-
ters its fourth decade of es-
tablishment, he added.




